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Continuation of Elijah and John the Baptist 

So the question now comes - why do the premillenial teachers reach the point where they 

have to deny the scripture as it relates to John the Baptist and Elijah. Well it has to do 

with the Prophecy we looked at last week. 

 

Malachi 4:5 said “Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of 

the great and terrible day of the LORD.” Now to the premillennial teacher any time 

they see the term “day of the Lord” or “that day” - they equate this to the time of the 

tribulation – the 7 year period after the church is raptured off the earth. But with that 

being said, they run into other issues. 

 

In I Thessalonians chapter 4, we read the following: 

“For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 

archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we 

who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the 

Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another 

with these words.” (I Thessalonians 4:16-18). This is of course, according to 

premillennial thinking, the main verse behind the secret rapture theory. But as we read on 

into chapter 5, it says  

 

“Now as to the times and the epochs, brethren, you have no need of anything to be 

written to you. For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come 

just like a thief in the night.” (I Thessalonians 5:1-2) Now if you ask any premillennial 

teacher if the rapture is the day of the Lord that comes like a thief in the night, they will 

say “yes.” Now remember, according to their teaching, the church is raptured, then you 

have 7 years of tribulation, then you have the 1000 year reign on earth. So let’s see what 

the book of II Peter has to say about this Day of the Lord that comes like a thief in the 

night. 

 

“But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away 

with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its 

works will be burned up. Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort 

of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the 

coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, 

and the elements will melt with intense heat!” (II Peter 3:10-12) 

 

So realizing at this point that the scripture says that at the rapture, the world is going up 

in smoke, they must abandon their “literal method of interpretation”: “…the term Day of 

the Lord or that day, is not a term which applies to a twenty-four hour period, but rather 

the whole program of events, including the tribulation period, the second advent program, 

and the entire millennial age” (Pentecost, Things to Come, p. 174).  In other words, a day 

somehow becomes a period of time in excess of 1007 years. 

 

Peter’s epistles were written to Christians. Now if the day of the Lord that comes like a 

thief in the night is 1007 years after the church is raptured, then why should we be 

looking forward to or hastening that day?  
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So that is why they say that Elijah must come before the tribulation because the day of 

the Lord to them now lasts 1007 years. But as we saw in the scriptures last week, there is 

no more Elijah’s to come. We have seen all of the Elijah’s we are going to see. John the 

Baptist was the Elijah to come, if we are willing to take Jesus at His word.           

 

 

On Page 5 of the notes of Introduction to Pre-millennialism “The Rapture” 

We read the following: 

There are three Greek words which relate to the rapture and the second advent: parousia, 

apokalupsis, and epiphanea.  John F. Walvoord, president of Dallas Theological 

Seminary, is quoted favorably by J. Dwight Pentecost: “It is the viewpoint of the writer 

that all three terms are used in a general and not a technical sense, and that they are 

descriptive of both the rapture and the glorious return of Christ to the earth…” 

(Pentecost, Things to Come, p.156). Let me translate what he just said: since the terms are 

not used technically we can interpret them however we want. 

 

That there is a distinction between the “rapture” and the Lord’s second coming.  We have 

already quoted from pre-millennialist scholars in regard to the usage of the Greek words 

describing the “rapture” and the second advent and noted that the Bible itself never 

makes any distinction between the return of Christ for the church (the “rapture”) and His 

second advent. 

 

 

On Page 8 of the notes of Introduction to Pre-millennialism “The Great White 

Throne Judgment” 

So ultimately in this view, there are 4 resurrections and 3 judgments that occur 

throughout the rest of the history (Tim Lahaye, Charting the End Times; Harvest House 

Publishers, Eugene, OR 97402 pp. 121-123). 

 

These resurrections and judgments were brought out during the overview of  

Premillennialism. They believe there will be a resurrection of all Christians at the rapture. 

There will be the resurrection of all Old Testament believers after the tribulation (at the 

second coming of Christ). This is when all of the martyred tribulation saints will be 

resurrected as well. Then, after the Millennial (1000 year) reign of Christ, there is another 

resurrection of all of the unsaved people. This is also when all of the millennial believers 

will be resurrected. Now in their documentation, they call this One Resurrection but it 

spans a period of 1007 years. Why do they do that?  Let’s take a look at the scriptures. 

 

Daniel 12:2 

How many resurrections are mentioned in this verse? 

 

Matthew 22:23-31 

Notice how Jesus refers to this event in these verses. He calls it the resurrection. Any 

time that word “the” or “a” appears in front of any word, it is of course referring to a 

single noun or one event.    
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Acts 24:15 

Here you have the apostle Paul telling us about “a” resurrection of both the righteous and 

the dead – again this is referring to one resurrection. 

 

Philippians 3:10-11 

Paul is letting us know that he has a righteousness, not based on Law but through faith in 

Christ, that will cause him to take part in the resurrection from the dead. In other words, 

he is looking forward to it because he knows he is on the good side.  

 

Hebrews 6:2 

So again the writer of Hebrews lets us know that there was instruction about the 

resurrection of the dead. There are no verses anywhere that talk about a resurrection of 

Christians, a resurrection of non-Christians, a resurrection of Millennial saints or a 

resurrection of Old Covenant saints. The scripture always refers to the resurrection of the 

dead.     

 

Now what about this whole situation of where they mention that these resurrections are 

separated by 1007 years? According to their theology, Christians are resurrected during 

the rapture. However, the scripture is very clear that Christians will be resurrected on the 

last day. 

 

John 11:24 

Now according to the scripture Lazarus would have been an Old Testament saint, so 

according to the pre-millennial chart, he should be resurrected after the tribulation and 

before the millennial reign of Christ. But according to Martha, she said that Lazarus 

would be raised on the last day. Martha must not have studied up on her pre-millennial 

charts. Now there is a chance that Martha was just confused in her thinking. Sometimes 

you have to be careful in the scripture following the word of someone who is not an 

inspired writer. So lets see what King Jesus has to say about this? 

 

John 6:39, 40, 44, 54 

Now was Jesus confused here? Do you think Jesus would have known what was going to 

happen on the last day? He said He did not know when the last day was but He certainly 

knew what was going to take place. Did He say that Christians were going to be 

resurrected 1007 years before the last day? What about before the tribulation? What 

about before the Millennial kingdom?   

 

John 5:28-29 

So as you can see here – as Jesus said – an hour is coming when ALL who are in the 

tombs will hear His voice and will come forth. This says it will happen in an hour. 

 

So why do the pre-millennial teachers teach that there is one resurrection from the dead – 

because the scripture says so. Now this whole thing of the resurrection from the dead 

taking 3 or 4 phases is made up in the minds of those same teachers because the scripture 

does not record that. In fact the scripture says that all will be resurrected in one day – the 
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last day. In fact, John records the words as saying that it will take place in an hour.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


